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Scope: 
This is the Play and Learning Policy for Cheeky Cherubs Day nursery and it applies to all children, 
parents/carers and staff.  At Cheeky Cherubs Day Nursery we believe that all children are capable, 
competent and interested learners from birth.   
 
Aims: 

• To create an environment where interaction, opportunity and resources support a child’s 
exploration and investigation and their subsequent development.   

• We aim to do this through play and practical experiences as we believe these are the key 
means through which a child explores their world and makes links in their understanding.   

 
Objectives: 

• To allow and support children to create and develop their own learning journey at their own 
individual rate.  

• To use specific documents to guide us in the provision for children in our care.  These include: 
• The Early Years Foundation Stage Document (May 2008) 
• The Revised Early Years Foundation Stage (April 2012)  
• Disability Discrimination Act (1995) 
• The Childcare Act (2006) 
• Every Child Matters: Change for Children (2004) 

• For key persons to plan for their key children based on needs, interests and schemas.  
• For key persons to produce a learning journey record for their individual children as means of 

recording and assessing progress and achievement. 
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Guidelines for Implementation: 

• Staff use the Early Years Foundation Stage as the key document for informing their policies 
and practice.  The four themes are: A Unique Child, Positive Relationships, Enabling 
Environments and Learning and Development; these provide a template onto which we are able 
to plan and map the services we provide. 

 
A Unique Child 
As practitioners we all recognise that each of our children is a competent learner and that with 
our support can be resilient, capable, confident and self-assured. 
• Practitioners receive on-going training in order that they are aware of the developmental 

needs of those in their care. 
• Practitioners are mindful of specific individual needs and work with parents/carers and 

support agencies involved with children. 
• We allow children opportunities for choice making and risk taking, whilst ensuring their 

safety.  
 
Positive relationships 
 In order that children are enabled to become strong and independent learners and individuals, 
positive and consistent relationships are fostered within in the setting. 
• Senior staff plan appropriate attendance and induction plans. 
• Each child is assigned a key person who works with parents/carers and the child. 
• Key person are responsible for the personal needs of their child. 
• Key person develop professional relationships with parents/carers and other multi-agencies, 

alongside relationships with other children.   
• Key person model and support positive interaction within the setting.  
 
Enabling Environments 
We recognise the key role the nursery environment both indoors and outdoors plays in extending 
children’s learning and development and endeavour to ensure that it meets the needs of the 
children.  We encourage children to have free flow access to the outdoors environment in all 
weathers.   
• Staff receive training in observation skills to enable them to record children’s development 

over time, their strengths, interests and anxieties.   
• Staff must have a continuous awareness of ratios while operating free flow system both 

indoors and outdoors children will remain in sight or sound of practitioners. 
• We plan simple routines that allow time for extended self directed play as well as rest time 

and adult led experiences. 
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 Learning and Development 
We recognise and value the importance of play in a child’s learning and development and the fact 
that children learn and progress at different rates. 
• At Cheeky Cherubs key person plan weekly for children after discussion with families and 

using the Early Years Foundation Stage.  
• Key person make provision for a range of activities and experiences both adult directed and 

initiated, child led and child selected, small group and large group.   
 
Planning for Play 
 When planning for play, practitioners consider the following situations and resources: 

• Circle time, 
• Construction 
• Creative 
• ICT 
• Malleable 
• Mark Making 
• Physical fine and gross 
• Puzzles/toys/games 
• Sand and Water 
• Small world 
• Role play 

• Activities are set up inside or outside dependant on observed interests and environments. 
• In addition to opportunities provided by Cheeky Cherubs, children may also attend additional 

activities such as Forest School and swimming.   
 
Recording and Assessment 
• At Cheeky Cherubs Day Nursery a child’s progress and development is evidenced in a range of 

ways including long and short written observations, annotated examples of work, photos and 
information from parents/carers. 

• The evidence is logged in the child’s ‘Learning Journey’ file against the areas of learning and 
development, allowing practitioners to make assessments of progress and learning and to plan 
possible next steps. 

• Where a child has an SEND Support Plan (SSP) to support identified needs, a specific tracking 
procedure may be in place.   

• The key person is responsible for completing the SSP with support from the Special 
Educational Needs Coordinator (SENDCO) Joanne Buck and Kayleigh Jury.   

 
Roles and Responsibilities: 
• It is the role and responsibility of all members of staff within the nursery to ensure that 

they are adhering to this policy to enable children to play and learn in an environment that is 
stimulating and developmentally appropriate for the individual child.   
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Conclusion: 
The most up to date version of this policy will be kept in the policy folder, which is stored on the 
parent welcome station.   
 
References: 
This policy also refers to our equality of opportunity policy, information sharing policy, parental 
permission, the messy play policy and the risky play policy.   
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